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PREACHED 1 | 


CHRIST-CHURCE, "DUBLIN. 


St. Matt. xv. 14. 1 part. . 


IF THE. BLIND: 'LEAD. THE" BLIND, 
Born SHALL FALL INTO. THE, DITCH. 
Y this l a are . 
the extreme folly and danger of men's giving 
themſel ves up implicitly to the direction of 
others in their ſpiritual and everlaſting concerns; 
and « likewiſe the extreme ſinfulneſs and danger of 
ſuch as bring them into this ſlaviſn ſubjection. 


The Perſons here alluded to were the Soribes and Mat. mill. 


Phariſees, who ſat in Moſes. Seat, and profeſſed to ” 
interpret and explain the Law of Moſes and the 
nnn | other 


| 
3 


L 


- 1 — —— —— — 
* PU 


—  - 


| 


John ix. 
wilt, 


— _— 
233 CRIED EE. IE EST 
” 


John i. g. 


r 
. 
. 


2 Tim. iii. 


15. 


— — 
ST — —— * 


K 0. 


e 1 -Old-Feftnmens,-which- can- 


tained all that was at that time revealed of the 
Divine Will. But they groſsly abuſed this impor- 
tant truſt: Inſtead of inculcating what they found 


to be the will of God, and referring the people to 


that for their direction (as their office required) 


they uſurped a power of extending, reſtraining and 
diſpenſing with the plaineſt precept of - Scripture, 
to make it conſiſt with, or give place to ſome - 
human tradition, which they bound on the conſci- 


ences of the people with the greateſt rigour. And 


thus they became Blind Guides. Their blindneſs was 


not from any natural defect, for then it had been 


= only innocent but pitiable; but it was volun- 
ry and wilful, and therefore highly criminal. If : 

7 Ng Sind (faith our bleſſed Lord) ye ſhould bave 

2 fm: but now ye ſay, We fee ; therefore your fin re- 


maineth. - Neither was the blindneſs of the people 


natural and unavoidable ;' for they had the light 6f 


reaſon; the dictates of conſcience and the affections 
of the heatt, that natural light wherewith God 


lighteth every man that is born into the world ; and they 
had moreover the written Oracles of God, the Law 


of Moſes and the Inſtructions of the Prophets, to 


guide them, which, had they attended to them, 
. have made them wiſe unto Salvation. Their 


blindneſs therefore aroſe, not from any real * 
322 age 
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of light, but from a neglect of the light which they: 
had. They neglected te: ſearch: the Seriptures, ' though 


they knew thitt' in tbem "they bud eternul life, and. 


contented themſelves with ſach -interpretations of 


John v. 
29. 


them as their teachers were pleaſtd to give them, 


binding themſel ves with every burthen they choſe to 
lay upon them, and tamely following whitherſoe ver 
they were led. Thus though ey bad eyes; to ſee, 

yet they ſaw: nor. The very-light' that mas in them was 


La This: was: the blindneſs of both the teach 


pf. exv. 8˙ 
Luke xi. ; 
98. 


ers and people, which our Lord fo. e Ins. | 


by the Proverb in the Text. . l 2:6 


But what was the ſacceſs of this, reproof Did 
it open their eyes? Did it convince and reform 


them? No: the Seribes and Phariſces and Doctors 


of the Law had enjoyed their power too long to 


be willing to part with it, and the people had been 


ſo long accuſtomed to ſla very, that they refuſed to 


be ſet; free. And this was no more than might 
naturally have been expected from that ſtiff- necked 
and froward people, ever impatient of advice and 
wilfully bent againſt the means of reformation, 
Their whole: hiſtory; is a. continued ſcene of obſti- 


nacy and perverſeneſs; and their rejecting our Sa- 


viour's doctrine ought not ſo much to excite our _ 


wonder, as our grief and indignation. But is it not 


to 


„ 


n to the: laſt degree aſtoniſhing, that any who profeſs . 


© +; Chriſtianity-ſhovid: make ſo perverſe an uſc'of the 


Jewiſh hiſtorx, as to turn that which Providence 
intended for their admonition into an example, 
and to imitate in their o. practice that which 

rendered tem ſo contemptible and odious! And 
yet this is the caſe. The much greater part f 


Chghriſtians are ſunk: {o- deep into the like errors, 


that we. ſcarce need a more eat deſcription of 
their corruptions than the account which is given 
us in the Goſpel of the practices of thoſe times 
nor a fuller, or more direct confutation of them, 
than may eaſily be colleded from our Lord' s dif- 
courſes t the Jews: | el tb Ng gy | 


ial) 


lt Alb ha; — 11 o ard that. the Chriſtians 
"here intended to be deſcribed are thoſe of the 
Church of Rome. Amongſt them Piety is again 
ſet at variance with virtue; the ceremonies and 
forms of religion are relied on, to the neglect of 
the important and eſſential duties of morality; un- 
warranted and ſenſeleſs traditions are ſet up, to 
the overthrow of the genuine and infallible u | 

of God; and, to-crown and ſecute all theſe cor- 

ruptions, an uncontroulable dominion is uſur 
over the reaſon and conſcience of mankind, who 
* forego the em wherewith the Goſpel _ 
| hath 
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hath ade tliem ee, and are wegen ito: grie- SEN 
vous bondage to their ſpiritual guides. In a word; 
it 1a no leſs ene of the; Romiſh:\Churcti;-now, | 
than it was, in our ee of . 
der the Blind lud the Blind. Wb 


To prove this no more is 3 than to con- 
ſider the nature and ſpirit of Popery, as it ap- 
_ pears in ſome. of the leading tenets and practices of 
that religion: A detail, which as it may proba- 
bly be uſeful to the greater part of this audience, 
will, for their ſake, I perſuade myſelf, be excuſed 
by thoſe to whonr it can be only a tedious ex- 
erciſe of their patience. 


And this, with a few ac alt ſhall 
| accordingly be the Tubject of the following diſcourſe. 


It was a maxim arbongt a Jews, that if a 
Scribe ſaid their Right hand was their Left, they 
were bound to believe it. How exactly has the 
Pope of Rome copied this rule? He | hath ſet 


himſelf up for Infallible, and which is yet more 


wonderful, hath made men believe it; and that 
hath paved the way for every other abſurdity that 
he thinks fit to impoſe. Scripture, and Reaſon, 
and the Senſes of mankind, all fall before him. 
Believe as the Church believes, though it be ever 

1 ſo 


Akts ii. 8. 


Exod. xx. 
Zo 
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fo incredible, oy all is right. But to GSubt i is to 


err, and if you examine, you are ' undone. The 
Church will not have the obedience of her Children 


by halves, and therefore kindly takes their Un- 
; deiſtanding into her own keeping, lending it out 


to them on certain occaſions, in ſuch portions as 
ſhe thinks fit. She gratifies men's natural deſires 


of addreſſing themſelves to God, as the almighty, 
'wiſe and good Maker of the world, and directs 


him to be conſtantly and devoutly worſhipped. 
80 far the Pope and his Church agree with the 
dictates of reaſon and nature. But they do not 
agree long. They tell us, that God muſt be ad- 


dreſſed by every nation in the world in one and 


the ſame Language, tho God himſelf hath thought 
fit to give to every. Nation a feparate and different 


one. They have appointed the Chriſtian worſhip to 


be performed for the uſe of all, high and low, in 
a language underſtood by few, the mother-tongue 
of none; although God was pleaſed to work a 


miracle, that all might be taught the Chriſtian re- 


ligion every mar in his own tongue, "wherein he was - 
born. They think it expedient to pray to God be- 


fore an image or a picture, although God hath _ 


expreſly forbidden, under the ſevereſt penalties, to 
bow down 70 an 1 or the "Oy of any thing ; and 
| indeed 
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Indo? both Reafon and Seripture aſſure us, that 
God'is a being, Nats nb love Ks nor can ſee. 
To whom then will ye lilen God, or -what likeneſs will 


ye compare unto bin? What figure will ye aſſign to 


Him, who bath no body, or ſhape, or parts? Within 
what lines will ye circumſcribe Him, whom the 


Heaven of Heavens cannot contain, who fills n d 


every part of the univerſe ? 


Reaſon and Scripture concur in repreſenting the 
Almighty as the gracious Governor and tender Father 
of all his creatures, and Scripture hath taught us 
to worſhip him through one Mediator; and that, 


not to reconcile God to us, but to aſſure us, that 


he is in his nature propitious and eaſy to be re- 


conciled, having himſelf provided ſuch a Redemp- 


tion for us, as we may ſecurely rely on; that We. 


may come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may 


obtain mercy, and find grace to beſp in time of need. 


They, on the contrary, repreſent him as auſtere and 


difficult of acceſs, and dreſs him up in all the 
forbidding pomp of an earthly ſovereign, ſurround- 
ed with his Favourites, receiving the requeſts of 
his ſubjects through their hands, and conferring his 
benefits according to their repreſentations. Hence 
the croud of. ſaints and pretended interceſſors, to 


1 Tim. vi. | 


16, 
Iſai. xl. 18. 


Heb. iv. 
16. 
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whom, by command of the Romiſh Church, - prayers 


ere daily offered up; to each of them according 


Chriſt; as if it were needleſs to look further, whep 
the Favourites and Miniſters are ſecured ; the whole 


intereſt they are ſuppoſed to have in Heaven; f 


which ſome are ſuppoſed to have ſo much, that many 
more prayers are ſent up to them, than to the ſu- 
preme God and Father of all, and the only true 
Mediator whom he hath appointed, his Son Jeſus 


work being then done, and all the pu —— 
of courſe. Fry 2 ! 


BC mediators the moſt eminent is 


the Bleſſed Virgin, who is diſtinguiſhed from all 


the reſt by worſhip of a ſuperior kind, and ſhe 


John ii. 4. 


Ephel. i. 
21. 


whom our Saviour, whilſt he was on earth, re- 
proved for interfering in his miniſtry, Woman what 
have I to do with thee? is now called on to command 
her Son; and although he is exalted far above every 
name that is named, not only in this world, but alſo in 
that which is to come, ſhe is profanely ſet above him, 
and requeſted to ſhew by her authority, that the is 
his Mother *, which is the common language of their 
hymns. ; and bold as this may ſeem, it is modeſt 
in compariſon of that in which ſhe uſed formerly 
to be addreſſed, « You have a * right, lay 


1 Monſtra + te elle Matrem, 
your 
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your commands on che Redeemer of the world Fr 


thinking, one would imagine, as Eraſmus ſhtewdly 
remarks, becauſe they ſee her in pictures and images 


with à child in her arms, that Chriſt is fill "the = 


ſame infant he was born, and as much under her 
command. Indeed they call her his Governeſa || and 


that very title the ſews committed idolatry, efering 
cates to the Quern of Heaven, How exactly hath the 
Church of Rome copied this abomination, offering 
the conſecrated 'wafer, tidy, indeed, in their opinion. 
ſacrificing the real and alien TT of Chriſt to 
his Mother | 1 * | | 


* 


the Queen of Heaven, forgetting, fure, that under 


er. vii. 
J 18. 
xliv. 18. 


Reaſon and Se agree to e the pre- | 
ſent life, as the only ſtate of trial allowed us be- 


2 Cor. V. 
10. 


fore the general judgment, when every one ſhall receive 
the things done in his body, according to that he hat dine, 
whether it be good, or bad. But the Church of Rome 
hath found out a middle ftate, of Purgatory ; where 


the Faithful, though they die in a ſtate of grace, muſt 


ſuffer the torments of an imaginary fire; from 
which however they may be e oy prayers 


+ Jure Matris pen Redemptori, 1 Eraſmi Peregrinatio a ergo. 
vl Tu es — Domina. 


Bag: and 


1 John i. 7. 


Mat. xix. 
2.3» 
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and maſſes, 10 be purchaſed by thoſe whom ave 
have left behind. David therefore was quite, miſ- 
taken, it ſeems, when he ſaith, No man may deliver 


his brother, nor male agreement "unto God for him. For 


it cofls more to redeem therr ſouls ; ſo that be muſt ler 
that alone for ever. And St. John was no leſs 


miſtaken, when he aſſerts that the "blood of Jeſus 


Chris cleanſeth us from all fin. The flames of Purga- 
tory certainly were not kindled in St. John's time, 
nor for ſome centuries afterwards. But as the hu-+ . 


mour of reconciling and blending Chriſtianity and 


Paganiſm together prevailed; this invention, merely 


heatheniſh, was adopted by the Church' for' the 


purpoſes of filthy lucre. If theſe flames indeed 
burn ſo fiercely, . as they would have us believe, 
and it be indeed in the power of the Romiſh 


Prieſts to ſlacken or extinguiſh them at Pleaſure, 
How can they, cruel men! How can they ſuf- 
fer ſo many thouſands of ſouls to be tormented 
in them for ages, only becauſe they did not leave 


money enough behind them to pay for their re- 
 demption ! Our bleſſed Lord taught, that it was 


hard for 4 rich man to enter into the kingdom of - Heaven : 
but (taking the term in the moſt uſual ſenſe) that 
doctrine is now reverſed, and we find, it is hard 


only for the Poor ; ſo far are they from the king- 
dom 


* 


ae Þ;. 


dom of Heaven, ahough;phamilal dn abe by Chin, 


ö a * * . can: and; the way ee 


3 is. the. great, th Wig of hope in 


the religion of nature; the expreſs condition f 


ſalvation in the Chriſtian covenant. Nepent and 


be converted, is the only way the Scripture teacheth 


to haue our fins blotted out. But the Church of 


gives pardons, and indulgences for, fins of all ſizgs 


and degrees without it; nay, not only for ſuch 


as are paſt, but ſuch as are to be committed here- 
after, for any term of years to come, not only 
by the perſon who purchaſeth the indulgence, 
but alſo by bis friends and relations, if he takes 
care to get them inſerted in the inſtrument; and 
theſe pardons and indulgences are diſpenſed by 
the plenitude of the holy Father's Power, at his 


diſcretion ; that is, at ſuch rates as he is pleaſed to 


ſet upon them, being actually ſold at Rome in a 


public office, where the curious traveller, of what . 
ever religion, as well as the credulous Catholic, 


may ſupply himſelf, Accordingly. ſeveral are now 
to be ſeen in the poſſeſſion of Proteſtants, who 
have brought them home as authentic ſpecimens of 
this ſcandalous traffic. | I; 


How 


19. 


Rome hath thought fit. to diſpenſe with this, and 


46+ 
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1 worth attending to. I is pretended! to be de- 
rived from a ſupetahundance of merit in ſome 
Chriſtians Which may make up the deſtcieneies of 
others. Job indeed puts the queſtion, Cum men = 
be profitable unto God? And our Saviour has determin- 


5 — ed it in the negative. Ven ye bull bave dme all 


thoſe things which are commanted you, Jay, We art anpro: 
fitable fervants.' We have done that which war our duty 
te db. The chureh of Rome holds the other ſide of 
the argument, and determines that men may do 
moe than their duty; that they may be me pious 
and devout towards God, more juſt and humane 
towards each other, wre temperate and regular in 
the government of | their paſſions, than they need 
have been; and that this overplus of merit, which 
they have thus found out, may not lie uſeleſs, they 
undertake to transfer it in ſuch ſhates and propor- 
tions as may be winted'; that is to fay, as there 
may happen to be purchafers for it; and they no 
doubt are numerous and eager' enough, ſince it 
muſt be extremely inviting to be able to go through 
all the rigours of mortification by proxy, and to 
ſecure Heaven, not in the old way of cutting of a 
band, or plucking out an eye, but in the much plea- 
waer way of indulging every ſenſual luft, 


Touch 


PTY 


Tauch not, taſte not, handis not, ewe eee which Col ii. 21, 


one meat and another; although St. Paul declares 
on this very point, hat nothing is 10 enn 
be received with thankſgiving, and our Saviour hath 
expreſsly affirmed that there is nthing from without a 
man, that entering into him can defile him, And to 
verify one of the marks predicted of thoſe that de- 


part from the faith? It certainly cannot ſerve the 


pretended purpoſe of mortification and abſtinence; 
ſo long as food more inflammatory than that which 
is prohibited continues to be allowed, and wine un 
a n err nn M en 


the Apoſtle tells us are aboliſhed by the Goſpel. 
But the church of Rome hath thought fit to re- 
vive them, diſtinguiſhing on certain days between 


1 Tim. iv. 
8. 


Almighty God bath 1 our ** the 1 


their reſpective objects, and our Saviour appeals to 
them as ſuch. Handle me and ſee (faith he to his 


affrighted Diſciples) for 4 ſpirit hath. not. fleſh and 
bones, as ye fee me have. On this very proof depends 


Lubemals::-* 


the truth of his miracles. . When he tied the 


„Several Romiſh doftors have gravely determined that no. drink breaks @ 
faſt : and Zach, Paſqualigus, who hath written \ moſt fully - -on this fabjeQ, 
ſhews that it is the general opinion, that no quantity of wine or other drink, 
Of taken without any neceſſity, is a violation of the precept of faſting. 
e Praxis Jejuai Eccleſ. Deciſ. 116. 


loa ves, 


— 
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2 Baer the people found them all 10 be real bread : 


they were fed and /nouriſhed by them But the 


doctrine of Fran ſubſtantiation overthrows'this proof; 

Changing in an inſtant the nature of things, witn- 
out changing their known and ſenſible . qualities, 
which remain in all reſpects the very ſame they 


were before. 80 that this miracle, if it be one, 
differs from all others "moſt eſſentially; for there is 
no evidence by 'which to Judge of it. 'The twelve 


Apoſtles ſaw and taſted the bread and wine which 


they ate and drank at the Lord's Supper to be com- 


mon bread and wine, fuch as they had all along 
eaten and drunk as often as they had celebrated the 


Paſſover; and yet according to the doctrine of Tran- 
ſubſtantiation it was not bread and wine, as their 


ſight and taſte declared them to be, but human 
fleſh and blood; which their fight and taſte and 
all their ſenſes declared them not to be. 80 alſo, 


that which the people now taſte and ſee to be but 


wafer, and which the church hath, with no com- 
mon concern, given orders to preſerve aganift 
vermin and other accidents, (which could only hap- 
pen in caſe that it is no more than mere wafer) 
this wafer the church of Rome' commands us to be- 
lieve to be the true, real and natural body and 


blood too of Chriſt which was crucified on the 
croſs; 


1490 } 
croſa; and what is more, animated by his very 
ſoul and united to the divinity; all which, body 
ſoul and divinity, every prieſt takes upon him to 
bring down from Heaven as often and in as many 
places as ever he: ſhall: be pleaſed to ſay maſs. 
But how many groſs abſurdities and palpable im- 
poſſibilities doth this doctrine contain? So many, 
that it not only deſtroys every other miracle, but 
even itſelf. For to make this miracle true, Chriſt 
muſt have held his own ͤ body in his hands, and 
divided himſelf into twelve parts, each of thoſe parts 
being at the ſame time the entire whole. Chriſt's 
body at the firſt celebration of the Lord's Supper 
(to make good the doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation) 
muſt have been already. pierced and mangled upon 
the croſs, although it was then ſtanding before his 
Diſciples; and converſing with them and n 


te offices of a living perſon. 


nn are. the abſurd, monſtrous doctrines which 
the church of Rome hath obtruded upon the world. 
They are many of them but ſpeculative, perſonal 
indeed, and as ſuch, may be thought to deſerve 
our pity rather than our reproof. But the tran- 
ſition from error in ſpeculation to corruption in 
practice is but too eaſy and too common, and the 
on in- 


| 
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_ influence of it is ſoon felt by. other men. Eſteem 
for opinions which men have been taught to re- 
ceive for ſacred truths, naturally raiſeth a deſire 
to promote and extend the belief of them, and too 
frequently excites, an averſion to ſuch as think of 
them leſs highly. It had this effect on the Jews 


and Samaritans, who on that account had no deal- 
lings, or intercourſe one with the other; and Ro- 
miſh zeal is carried to a yet greater length. The 
blind guides of that religion are not content with 
inculcating a negative animoſity z declared ene- 


"+0 


mies to the right of private judgment, they tole- 


rate no difference of opinions, and, where their 


church can be ſerved by breaking them, are held 


by no engagements; it having been long ſince de- 
creed; & that faith is not to be kept with Heretics. 


A poſition, which (however convenient it may ſome- 
times be to diſavow it) hath never been retracted 
by any public determination of the church, but 


appears on the contrary, by the declaration of a 


Pope, to be no leſs the genuine doctrine of the 


preſent than of any former century; his holineſs 


having been pleaſed to pronounce +, © that all and 


* bogular articles and covenants which are, or can 


5 Ia * Council of Conſtance, 1414. 5 | 
* + Letter of Pope Clement XI. to the Emperor Charles VI. - dated: at 


Rome, 4 June, 1742, See Blackburhe's Conſiderations, Appendix II. 


be, 


1 90 Þ 
be, or are deemed: or ſuppoſed to be, bt, | 
« hurtful'to the Roman Faith, or the juriſdiction, | 
« authority or rights of the Roman church, are re- 
e ſeinded and totally diſcharged of all force or ef- 
fect, being abſolutely null and void in their, own. 
nature from the beginning, as if they had never 
„been made, and that no perſon is obliged to per- 
form the ſame, although repeatedly ratified and 
confirmed on oath.” By this commodious but de- 
teſtable cafuiſtry princes are 'ſet free from their trea- 
ties, and ſubjects from their allegiance, and the 
church is enabled to trample upon the rights of 
How prince and people. of 


Were the hiſtory of other ase Gent that | 
of our own and our neighbouring kingdom would 
bear an undeniable teſtimony to this ' melancholy 
truth. Not to mention at preſent the fatal effects 
of open perſecutions and maſſacres, what can be 

imagined more barbarous and inhuman than the plot 

which, was laid to cut' off, by one unſeen ſtroke, 


the King, the Royal Family and both Houſes of Par- 


liament? Such was the fatal - tragedy intended to 
have been acted in England, in the reign of King 
James the Firſt, as on this day ; but by means of 
the friendſhip which one of the , conſpirators had 
for a certain nobleman, to whom he gave notice 

| C 3 | | in 


* 
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n but alarming terms, to provide for his 


__ own-afety, the deſign was, through God's good 


1 Cor. iv. 


Providence, happily prevented; and this day being 
by the piety and gratitude of the King and Parli- 
ament appointed to be perpetually: obſerved; as a 
ſolemn anniverſary thankſgiving, we cannot but 
contemplate, in this event, the wiſdom and finger of 
God, 'who was pleaſed thus dame Yo” whe 
to light the hidden things ef darkneſs," 


And "when. the reſileſs ſpirit of 3 which 
though reſtrained was not. ſubdued, broke out again 


under the protection of a,/ grandſon of the very 


prince thus deſigned to have been ſacrificed to its 


rage, a conſpiracy yet more formidable and exten- 
five was framed, not only againſt the body of the 


| legiſlature, but againſt the whole people and Con- 
ſtitution, and the fetters of ſlavery both civil and 


eſtabliſhing the purity of religion; but alſo of provid- 


religious were prepared and well nigh riveted upon 
theſe nations. In this extremity, it pleaſed God to 
make this very day, on a further account for ever 


memorable by the ſeaſonable arrival in England of 


King William the Third; who, through the divine 
bleſſing, became the happy inſtrument, not only of reſ- 
cuing that generation from their oppreſſion by aſcer- 
taining and ſecuring their rights, and by reſtoring and 


ing 


˖ _ 3 5 
ing for the laſting happincſaof theſe kingdoms in the 


moſt effectual manner, by: ſettling the ſucceſſion to f 
the crown in the illuſtrious houſe of Hanewer; a 


bleſſing, for which, as we have nom had abun- 
dant experience of it under three Princes of that 


line, we can never be ſufficiently thankful to the 
gracious goyernor of the world, who. hath in a 


moſt wonderful manner produced good out of evil 
making the outrageous. violence of Popery the very 
means of our defence and ſecurity againſt it; and 


hath ſo tyfrarots the A , Keen a to turn i to Pſal. ex i. 


= praiſe 
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* what hath, 8 ſaid; in this | difrourls, Po. 


pery appears to be not only an erroneous and ab- 


furd ſuperſtition, whereby the powers of the un- 
derſtanding are blinded and enſlaved, but likewiſe 
2 ſyſtem of immoral and profligate tenets, whereby. 


> affeQions of the heart are corrupted, and 


the moſt arbitrary tyranny is erected, which where · 
ver it prevails, cannot but be fatal, to the rights 
of conſcience, to the peace, to the Phaeton and to 
the lives of mankind. Howeyer therefore its de- 


luded votaries may on the one hand be juſtly deem 


ed objects of pity, and in order to bring them back 
to the knowledge of the truth, ought to be treat- 
ed with the lenient. methods of reaſon and argu- 

(1 ment, 


10. 


Ade . take all neceſſary and prutent me- 
thods for our on ſafety and defence againſt the 
known effects of their bigotry. It is doubtleſs one 
of the intended purpoſes (for it is one of the natu- 

ral effects) of anniverſaries of this kind, that whilſt 


F<) 


indy muſt be on the other hand per- 


the remembrance of paſt attempts is neceſſarily kept 


up by our thankſgivings for deliveranees, the pub- 
lie may at the ſame time be juſtifled for thoſe re- 
ſtraints which are impoſed with no other view than 
to ſecure us againft the like attompts/for the (future. £ 


Neither doth the uſe of this folemnity Py hot 


For- by refleQing on the dangers which our fore- 


fathers ſo wonderfully eſcaped, we- are taught to ſet 
a juſt value on the bleſſings which we enjoy, in the 
undiſturbed poſſeſſion of our holy religion, reformed | 


according to the beſt | models of antiquity, on the 


- ſolid baſis of Reaſon and Scripture; and in the pro- 


tection of a legal and mild government, under which 
the ſacred rights of conſcience and all our civil and 
religious liberties are preſerved inviolable. Of which, 


though matter of conſtant experience, it is neverthe- 


leſs expedient that the public ſhould be frequently 


reminded. In proportion to the freedom of any ſtate, 


will be the opportunities of miſleading the people, and 


Na ſuſpicion and diſtruſt of their governors. 
What 


EY 


15 Wat wonder then, if in theſe ER (the freeſt 
upon earth) ambitious and interiſted men ſhould be 
both induſtrious and in ſome degree ſucceſsful too in 
inflaming the minds of the well-meaning; but undif- 
cerning multitude? What wonder, that in political 
as well as religious concerns there are i Blind lraders 
of the. Bind? Indeed in all the annals of our 
| hiſtory the coalition of Popularity with Power is 
a prodigy. but rarely found. The throne even 
of that great Prince, to whole memory / the grati-- 


tude of poſterity hath ſince done juftice, the throne - 


of King William was made uneaſy to him by the 


reſtleſs oppoſition of faction. The beſt intentions 


for the ſecurity of his kingdoms and the liberties 
of Europe were miſinterpreted and maligned, and 
the beſt meaſures for obtaining thoſe moſt important 
purpoſes were continually obſtructed. Let the ex- 
perience of paſt times then caution us to be on 
our guard againſt the arts of Diſappointment, Envy 
and Diſaffection in our own; that we may neither 
ſuffer ourſelves to be dazzled with the glare of 
florid declamation, nor reſt ſatisfied with the pre- 
ſumption of confident aſſertions; that we may not 
abuſe the right of free-born ſubjects, by animad- 
verting on public tranſactions with a cenſorious, in- 
diſcriminate petulance, which cannot but defeat its 
| own 
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8 own end: Gg. any valuable end can indeed be. propes 
. ſedyby.,it) as it tet ds no leſs to hardencthe inſuffi- 
dient and. wicked, than to diſcoutrage the ableſt an 
_ beſt miniſters; but that we may exerciſe. our un- 
douhted right of attending to the meaſures. of ad- 
| miniſtration, by weighing facts, according to the op- 
1 ituation affords, with due de- 
liberation Fer candor, if with no diffidence of our 
own competency, yet with ſame. deference. at leaſt ' 
to the experience. of . thoſe; who preſide;; and in a 
| word, with ſuch decency and temper, as. a 
. them who have the proſperity of their country at 
heart, by whomſoever its counſels are directed; 
that forming our judgment and conduct upon theſe 
genuine principles of patriotiſm, we may not with, - 
hold our confidence where confidence is due, nor 
leave the debt of gratitude for our preſent happi- 
neſs to be paid by poſterity; but may retain and 
| promote on all occaſions an affectionate and duti- 
8. -. WM loyalty to our Sovereign, and due honour. and re- 
| ſpect to them that are ſent by him, ſeeing that very 
1 Aa, XXIV. wy deeds are dine unto this nation 9 tbeir R 
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